lesions and that the manipulation of corporeal and extra-corporeal space and the recognition of human features are disturbed in right-sided lesions.
The authors compare disorders of language, praxis, gnosis in left-handed patients with right-handed patients and conclude that the functional specialization of the hemispheres appear to be retained. However, in left-handed individuals, there is a greater cerebral ambilaterality, not only for language but also for a variety of functions of the agnosopraxic type. This is an excellent book. It presents a balanced approach to this complicated, multifaceted, and difficult problem. The authors have avoided the pitfall of becoming enamoured of anyone particular aspect of this disorder, and have succeeded in keeping to the forefront of their presentation the need of the individual child for individualized help.
The work provides an extensive bibliography of the field, and valuable listings of resource materials for both evaluation and remedial instruction. The chapter on "Psychotherapeutic Principles in Remedial Reading Instruction" setting forth the many 'therapeutic' elements in skilled teaching, is both timely and true to the facts of the situation. Their presentation of remedial methods and techniques should be most helpful to other teachers who are engaged in remedial work, and instructive for those psychiatrists who are interested in this problem.
To temper this fulsome praise with light criticism, it did appear to this reviewer that the chapter on etiology was too superficial, but I assume that this results from the authors' attempt to reach a particular audience, rather than from their lack of understanding of the complexity and depth of the various factors involved in the etiology of this condition.
It is also apparent in the book that the authors rely too heavily on projective tests to 'rule out' or 'rule in' emotional disorder. This is perhaps the best single book I have yet seen on this widespread and serious disorder. According to the author, this book is designed for teachers and prospective teachers and parents. It is the result of his 20 years' experience as a teacher, administrator and college professor.
It has many interesting things to say in its 338 pages but the author has a strong tendency to be verbose, and is given to obsessive listing of points with a terrific amount of repetition of material. One feels that the book could be onethird to one-half of its present size and still transmit all the useful information contained in it, thus making it much more readable.
The author has attempted too much by wanting to make it all things to all people and by trying to give short courses in mental health and illness, clinical mental retardation, parental counselling, and a practical handbook for teachers. The detail is too much to make reading a pleasure and too little to be useful as a practical guide.
Some very questionable material has been included. For example Chapter 2 is on Cellular Therapy and it appears that the author administers the therapy himself! He gives dosages and recites the experience with one mongoloid individual. At best, this therapy is thought by this reviewer to be useless and at worst quackery for such conditions as mongolism. Also on page 6 "Scientists who are interested in eugenics estimate that by the year 2,000 the percentage of the population with I.Q.'s of 115 or better will have been reduced from 12 per cent to 7 per cent, .. ." (no reference).
In Chapter 6, entitled Parents and the Mentally Retarded Child, the topic of parental counselling is discussed. N? clear indication is given as to who IS doing the counselling. As outlined i?~he chapter it would be beyond the trammg of most teachers but this is D0t made evident.
In Chapter 7 the discussion is on Schools and the Mentally Retarded and here the author gives a long discussion of the backwardness of Ohio's attitude to the trainable retarded. It does demonstrate some points but sounds more as if the author had an axe to grind with the Ohio educational authorities.
Chapter 12 is on Music Therapy. One would wonder why not music education, rather than therapy. The author waxes eloquent on the virtues of. music. !wo pages are given to the practical consideration of materials which are useful.
Chapter 13 is given over to a detailed listing of such topics as: requireme~ts for certification of teachers of special classes in Indiana with course numbers and hours required, materials needed to teach certain skills, and outlines of how to proceed. Teachers might find this helpful.
At the: end of the book there is a summary of the White House Confe:e~ce on Children and Youth of 1960, a listing of Agencies for the !'1entally Retar~ed in the U.S., and an mterestmg section on books for retarded children to read and some general books about the retarded. This book might be better appreciated by teachers and parents than it would be by physicians.
Career Training in Child Psychiatry. American Psychiatric Association, 1700 Eighteenth Street, Washington, D.C. This book is an outcome of the Conference on this subject, held in January 1963, under co-sponsorship of the American Psychiatric Association and the American Academy of Child Psychiatry, with a grant from the National Institute of Mental Health, U.S. Public Health Service.. Two of our colleagues (Doctors Lazure and Statten) took part in the Conference which followed the usual pattern of preparatory committees and their deliberations, which are incorporated into the final discussions and recommendations.
The contents of this volume illustrate the rapid growth of the subspecialty of child psychiatry as well as outlining a rationale why this particular part of psychiatry should be specifically encouraged.
The anticipation is that, with increasing demand there. will be increasing growth of this subspecialty but even more important is the encouragement of increasing training in this field for the physician who will be going on to practise general psychiatry.
The preparatory committee. agreed they had not the resources to conduct studies on the need for psychiatric child care but felt. such a study "is urgently needed".
In the opinion of the revie.wer such a study at this time would be redundant. It is overwhelmingly obvious that the demands for child psychiatric care are already greatly overwhelming and unt!l clinics and residential and treatment facilities for children are more able to cope with these demands, the already short professionals i~t~is fi~ld should not be involved at this time in such a tremendous study.
Following consideration of manpower shortages in this subspecialty the book emphasized the greatest priority as re-
